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Edward Thorndike, the famous psychologist said more
than 90 years ago, that “learning is connecting”. Learning
begins at (or even before) birth. Even young children
before starting formal education learn connections
between a huge amount of new information in their daily
lives at home and elsewhere. One of the earliest
connections that the child needs to make is between its
actions — for example, crying when hungry or wet — and
appropriate responses from surrounding adults, especially
its parents. Imagine therefore the negative consequences
of the parent repeatedly ignoring the child. Instead of
learning that its actions can lead to favorable outcomes,
the child will likely learn instead that it has very little or no
ability to elicit an effect on its environment. Even if it
cries, it gets no attention, milk, hugs, or diaper change.

In a book chapter that Ai Mizokawa (Kyoto University
Graduate School of Education’s alumna, and now
Associate Professor at Nagoya University) and | wrote
which will be published in a book that Professor Keita
Takayama is editing, we explain the importance of
establishing learning connections in the everyday lives of
young children. We also describe examples of specific
episodes that Dr Mizokawa had observed and written
notes about when her first child was just over 3 years of
age. One example was of a conversation between them
upon returning home after visiting a music box museum
where some of the music boxes on display required coins
to be inserted before they played tunes. Her son asked
why the music box moved after the coin had been
inserted. Dr Mizokawa answered that the music box was
designed to work only with coins, that it was originally
used in restaurants and shops a long time ago and people
inserted coins when they wanted to enjoy listening to
beautiful music. Her son then asked, “How about
dinosaurs?”, which she at first did not understand. Her
son then elaborated by saying, “Dinosaurs in the world of
dinosaurs. Did they move with coins?” To this, Dr
Mizokawa answered, “Oh, you mean dinosaurs that lived a
long time ago! All living things move without coins. So,
real dinosaurs in the world of dinosaurs moved without
coins. Look — you can see Mum is also moving without
coins!” Her son then replied, ‘Il move by inserting water
(omizu) and food (gohan). | move by inserting water-coin
(omizu-okane)!” In this episode, Dr Mizokawa's son
developed learning connections that enabled him to
understand how music boxes, dinosaurs, and other living
things (like humans) move. But he also went beyond that
to grasping the connections in terms of similarities and
differences between living things and non-living things. In
effect, he was able to abstract the concept of “need for
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fuel” for living and non-living things to work.

Learning is connecting, and it is essential for a young
child to make as many of those connections to establish
the foundations for learning in school and for life. A child
however will struggle to do that alone: it needs a caring
adult to stimulate and guide the formation of those
learning connections. To facilitate the development of
those crucial learning connections, it is important to
foster the child’ s curiosity. This is because children learn
best when they are curious and interested in what they
are learning. Simply telling the child “answers” from adults
is not sufficient to promote learning connections. The
focus should be on ‘learning”, not “teaching”, and it is
essential to prepare the starting point of questioning. By
speaking with the child even before the child learns to
speak, the parent can draw the child's attention to
connections between sounds/words and what they
represent or mean. By showing various objects and
demonstrating actions to the child, the parent can lead
the development of learning connections necessary to
understand relationships, mechanisms, and procedures. It
is also important to create an environment in which the
child feels that he or she can ask any questions at any
time without fear of making mistakes, especially after
acquiring language. Then the child will discover
connections in the world, step by step, at his or her own
pace. Discovery itself is also a source of joy for the child.

Knowing about the opportunities that a parent has for
facilitating important learning connections for their child, |
feel somewhat sad when | observe a parent and a young
child together but with little or no interaction at all. On
such occasions, usually the parent focuses attention
instead on a smart phone screen, largely ignoring the
child who stares blankly as the world around passes by.
So, if you are a parent with a young child, | suggest
putting away that smart phone and paying more attention
instead to our child. Talk, play, discover, and engage in
various activities with
him or her. You have
the power to enhance
not only your child’s
learning now but also
for the rest of his or
her lifel Sharing the
child’s discoveries of
connections will be a
source of joy for us
adults too!
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| am very honored to have been selected
as the recipient of the Dean’'s award of the
Graduate School of Education. | would like
to take this opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude and appreciation to
everyone at the Graduate School,
professors, administrative personnel, and
graduate students for their support. But |
would like to specially thank Saito

BREIOE
Araya Orozco Claudia

Satoru-sensei who has always been a very
dedicated and supportive supervisor.

My research goal is to examine the mechanisms and functions
that underlie human memory, specifically, the relationship
between working memory and long-term memory. To accomplish
that, | have been studying Hebb repetition learning in memory
tasks, which is the long-term learning that arises from the
repetition of a sequence and has proven to be closely related to
language acquisition. With my study, | aim to understand how
learning through Hebb repetition occurs and whether it is specific
to language learning or a generalized learning mechanism.

Receiving this award motivates me to continue working hard on
my research, improving as a researcher every day and
contributing as much as possible to our Graduate School and to
the Cognitive Psychology field. Thank you very much.
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