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Hello! From Stanford RAPPLEYE,Jeremy

symbol of Western civilization. But it is coiled like a cobra,
ready to strike; its ominous size bearing down on the
onlooker. Hello! captures the dual meanings inherent in
Western civilization: something carrying the heavy-load
of the highest ideals for some; a threatening, attacking
beast for Others. Its inclusion on campus is undoubtedly
a response to the post-colonial and de-colonial thought
(fueled by American anxiety about the rise of China), the
realization that the past 500 years have not been an
advance of Hegelian Geist, leading to greater freedom for
all, but instead left the modern world with an ambivalent
legacy.

| find that in Japan, particularly in educational research,
there is hesitancy to take up such a critical stance
towards Western modernity. Such affective hues of
resentment, militancy, and suspicion, | am constantly
warned, may spiral out of control into reactionary
nationalism and thus block the path to mutual learning.
This is where Hello! becomes all the more fascinating:
right at the center of the column there is an empty space

— a nothingness. Xu Zhen, in describing the work, cites
Nietzsche's famous line about being transformed by

From August 2021 — March 2022, | was lucky enough to staring into the abyss. This seems to suggest that — in the
take sabbatical leave. During this time, | worked with end - the encounter of civilizations (plurall) must be
renowned cultural psychologist Hazel Markus at Stanford constructed within a core of nothingness: a willingness to
University. Our research seeks to open a constructive move beyond foundational premises, self-negate, and thus
dialogue between cultural psychology and education, as a open one's self to be filled by the Other. In fact, just
way of challenging the narrowing of educational diversity before leaving for Stanford, | published a piece together
inherent in the OECD’ s PISA studies. In many senses, the with recently retired GSE professor Yano Satoji entitled
OECD’ s work is the latest in a long line of Western-led Global Citizens, cosmopolitanism, and radical relationality:
attempts to “develop” the rest of the World according to towards dialogue with the Kyoto School? (2021), where we
its own standards of “civilization”. Several years ago, suggested a similar path to global encounters. Hello! is —
when | visited the Stanford campus, any sort of critical at least in my interpretation - an artistic representation of
stance towards this was not apparent: most Stanford what we were seeking to convey in our piece.
scholars, especially in education, were talking about the
consensual emergence of a common World Culture, the | was pleased to find then that here, even at Stanford,
unique ingenuity of the West, and ‘The End of History’ there is recognition of the need to move beyond Western
(John Meyer, Niall Ferguson, and Francis Fukuyama, frameworks, the American monologue of World Culture,
respectively). and carry out a long-overdue dialogue atop nothingness. |

note that Markus’s notion of “interdependent self” is

So it was fascinating for me to note that the Stanford ontologically aligned with this notion as well, hence our
campus had changed. Right on Meyer Green - the very ability to collaborate across disciplinary divides. Kyoto
center of campus and just next to the School of University — as crossroads of dialogue for 125 years - has
Education - was a new art installation by Chinese artist Xu something profound to add to this global discussion, but
Zhen entitled Hello!, as pictured above. The sculpture not if we don’t leave Kyoto sometimes and say Hello! to
represents an ancient Greek Corinthian column, the very the wider World.
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