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Partnership with University of Hawaii, College of Education:
Learning to ‘Read the Global’, Together

#E AmREEE #%% Jeremy Rappleye

In December 2016, a group from Kyoto University, Graduate
School of Education (KU-GSE) led by Dean Inagaki Kyoko visited the
University of Hawai'i, College of Education (UH-CE) to establish a
formal institutional partnership.  Beginning with joint lectures
co-taught by KU-GSE and UH-CE faculty, the intent is to grow the
relationship in coming years to include substantive student
exchange, short-term internships, and research collaboration. The
reception the KU-GSE group received at UH-CE was far beyond
what the KU side anticipated, making it clear that UH-CE was
enthusiastic about partnering with the Graduate School of
Education. In the words of one participant from Hawai'‘i in the official
MOU Signing Ceremony: “in fact, we had sought many times to
establish partnership with Kyoto University’'s Graduate School of
Education over the past two decades but never had much luck. It is
an honor for our school to be partnered with such a prestigious
research institution.”

From the KU side, why Hawai'i? First, in our search for a
partnership with a North American institution, it became clear that
few institutions there are still interested in East Asia, particularly
Japan. In a telling contrast from the 1980s, most colleges of
education in the United States are now overwhelmingly focused on
quantitative methods, policy-relevant research, technological
‘solutions’, and restricted by sources of funding from going deeper
into the cultural, historical, and theoretical dimensions of education —
the bedrock of any cross-cultural exchange that KU-GSE would hope
to pursue. Programs at leading universities on the west coast of the
United States such as Stanford and UCLA, for example, did not
replace their scholars and specialists of East Asian education active
in the 1980s-1990s (e.g. Thomas Rohlen, John Hawkins). Meanwhile,
new programs in universities such as the University of Oregon (e.g.,
Yong Zhao), and older institutions such as Columbia, Harvard, and
Madison-Wisconsin have turned to focused almost exclusively on
China in recent years. UH-CE has, however, remained interested and
engaged with Japan: professors in the department frequently come
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to Japan for research and lectures, many of the most distinguished
Japanese specialists still maintain contacts with the department, and
nearly everyone we spoke was connected personally to Japan in
some way or another.

Second, the work at UH-CE is complemented and supported by
fascinating work being done in other areas of the university. The
East-West Center (formally established by the US Congress in 1960
as the Center for Cultural and Technical Interchange Between East
and West), remains one of the foremost centers of exchange and
research in the United States linking to East Asia. Many of the
East-West fellows have written on Japanese education (e.g., Deane
Neubauer, Peter Hershock) and continue to facilitate exchanges with
Japanese scholars. At the same time, the UH Philosophy
Department has long been one of the world’s leading centers for
comparative philosophy. In fact, Professor Charles A. Moore at UH
set up the East-West Philosopher’s Conferences (1939, 1949, 1959,
1964, and continuing through today), a forum that once brought
Japan’s leading philosophers into dialogue with the wider World (e.g.,
see The Japanese Mind: Essentials of Japanese Philosophy and
Culture, 1967 with contributions by DT Suzuki, Nakamura Hajime
and others). Unfortunately, much of this exchange has atrophied in
recent years, but we seek — through this partnership — to help rebuild
it, but this time placing a particular focus on education, schooling,
and learning. That such work is both possible and urgent is well
captured in the recent UH publication entitled Educations and Their
Purposes: A Conversations Among Cultures (edited by Ames &
Hershock, 2008). This attention to plurality, dialogue, and culture is
disappointingly rare in triumphant post-Cold War United States,
particularly in the field of education.

What will KU-GSE students learn? The partnership we envisage on
the KU-GSE side will seek to provide a space where KU-GSE students
from every specialization (koza) can learn how to ‘read the global’, a
term popularized in the field of comparative education by Robert
Cowen. It signifies the need for students to match
theoretical and empirical studies with a developed and
nuanced reading of the wider World, particularly its
historical, sociological, epistemic, and even ontological
foundations. Given that mainstream educational
research worldwide, but particularly in Japan, has to date
largely remained focused on domestic concerns, this
larger backdrop is often missing from the repertoire of
contemporary graduate students. But without the
ability to ‘read the global’ - the ability to situate oneself,
one’s research object, and one’s research output against
a larger global landscape - it is unlikely that students can
successfully ‘go global’ in their careers. Their work, no
matter how rigorous, is at danger or remaining framed in
domestic concerns that generate little international
interest outside a small coterie of Japan specialists.
Hawai'i represents a microcosm where one can view a



series of tides and trends in education that occurred virtually
worldwide but not as strongly in Japan (e.g., protestant missionaries,
plantation capitalism, Western colonization and civilizing mission, as
well as discourses of multiculturalism and multilingualism), hopefully
allowing KU-GSE students to learn how to position their work,
connect, respond, and continue rethinking the research agenda for
a ‘global age’ (see Rappleye 2018).

We plan to take the first group of KU-GSE students to UH-CE this
coming February on a ‘trial run’. From the next academic year, the
annual intensive course conducted UH-CE and team taught with
standout UH Associate Professor Brent Edwards, will be a
credit-earning course. We also seek to open the course to students
from other institutional partners of KU-GSE (IOE, Beijing Normal,
Dortmund), forming a global consortium of sorts. From this
foundation, we will seek joint research projects, ideally those that
extend the number of disciplines involved in the exchange far
beyond philosophy, sociology, and comparative education. We hope
that the UH-CE partnership will result in a strong, lasting partnership
that helps all of us ‘read the global’ together, that is: in ways that
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leave behind the national borders and disciplinary walls that continue
to structure the contemporary research imagination; those leaving
us stuck in the past, uni-disciplinary, and unconnected.
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