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I, What follows is the conclusion section of the article “Self-cultivation in

Japanese traditions: Shugyo, Keiko, Yojo, and Shuyo in dialogue” by Tadashi

Nishihira. Read the text and answer the question below.

6.2 Conclusion: Rethinking the Modern

These “Japanese” terms and intellectuial themes are more widely important when
we recognize increasing calls to think beyond modern society: the need to recognize
intellectual resources from elsewhere. There have been increasing calls to do so lately
but it has proved difficult given the dominant themes. frameworks, and languages of
modernity. Here, returning to history and diverse languages maybe be one means of
finding new inspiration. We have to go back to the history and examine old insights
more closely. If those insights are genuine and authentic. they might give us new
inspiration, particularly. when we open ourselves to them without being too burdened
by the priorities of modernity. Specially. the old wisdom of one’s own language may
provide us with a vivid dissimilation and offer new perspectives.

However. it is important to stress that this should never mean a closed research
paradigm. Rather. in order to learn the old wisdom of one’s own language we need to
look at research in other languages. For example. we already have many translations
from Japanese classics into European languages. They give us, Japanese readers, a
new interpretation of our own classics; alternative expressions and different articula-
tions which de-familiarize us from a ready-made understanding of “old” wisdom.

Old means. in this context. non’-modern. If we try to share insights of ‘non’-
modern educational thoughts. we have to understand them not within the framework
of “modern education,’ but to investigate an appropriate framework for the “non’-
modern modus itself. Dialogues with other culture are one of the best way to carry
this out.

Returning to history thus does not signify a reversion to closed research commu-
nities and essentialism. In order to learn one’s own language well, contact with other
languages is crucial. It would not have been possible to disentangle keiko. shuyo.
shugyo. and yojo without encountering the English term “cultivation.” Returning to
history and diverse languages maybe be one means of finding new inspiration. To
continue paying attention to differences or different articulations between different
languages can be a vital way of thinking in new ways, which is important as modern
society appears less creative than it once was.
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(Hi#% : Nishihira, T. (2021). Sell-Cultivation in Japanese Traditions: Shugyo, Keiko,
Yojo, and Shuyo in Dialogue. In Peters, M. A., Besley, T.. and Zhang, FL. (eds). Moral
Liducation and the Ethics of Self-Cultivation: Chinese and Western Perspectives, pp. 75

76. Singapore: Springer.)

Here, the author stresses the need to transcend modernity and directs our
attention to history and diverse languages as a possible resource. Discuss his

claim in relation to your research proposal (or the topic of your interest).
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